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Get Approval for the Housing Policy
First Nation housing policies need approval in principle as well as legal

review.

Once you have a solid implementation plan in place, you’re ready to seek approval.
You’ll need to get approval for your housing policy from your community’s leadership. In
some cases, you’ll need approval from the members of your community — including
those who’ll be affected by the policy.

It’s a good idea to document your actions as you move through the approval process.
Ideally, you’ll have a consistent approval and documentation process that can be
repeated for any policy you create.

Have the housing policy approved in principle

First Nation Housing Policies
Development Guide

Decide if You Need a Written Policy

Research the Housing Policy

Write and Review the Housing Policy

Develop the Housing Policy
Implementation Plan

Get Approval for the Housing Policy

Implement and Monitor the Housing
Policy

Revise or Cancel the Policy as Required

Home  Managing and Maintaining  Manage First Nation Properties 
First Nation Housing Policies Development Guide

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/decide-if-you-need-a-written-policy
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/research-housing-policy
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/write-and-review-housing-policy
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/develop-housing-policy-implementation-plan
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/get-approval-for-housing-policy
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/implement-monitor-housing-policy
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/revise-or-cancel-housing-policy
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en


9/16/2019 Get Approval for the Housing Policy

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/maintaining-and-managing/managing-first-nation-properties/first-nation-housing-policies-development-guide/get-appro… 2/3

At this stage, it’s recommended that you only obtain approval in principle for your policy.
This means your community’s leaders are comfortable with the overall approach being
taken.

Be prepared to explain all aspects of the proposed policy to your community’s leaders.
They’ll probably have a lot of questions for you. Try to anticipate what those questions
might be and have answers ready.

Don’t be discouraged if you’re asked to make many changes or get more information.
Many draft policies go through several versions before they’re approved in principle. A
housing policy is an important document, and you want the best one possible for your
community.

Consider a legal review of the housing policy
Once you have approval in principle, you may need to send your written housing policy
to your lawyer. This is especially true if the policy has procedures for dealing with non-
payment of rent. Your lawyer may ask for revisions to some of the proposed actions.
They may also identify changes that are needed to ensure the actions can be
implemented effectively. The legal review can take a long time, but it is an important
step.

Get final approval
You’re almost there. Once your lawyer is satis�ed with the policy, send it to chief,
council and housing staff for �nal approval. (If necessary, send it out to the community
for �nal approval, too.) Also ask them to approve your implementation plan and to set
the date when the policy takes effect.

For more information, please contact your First Nation Housing Specialist.
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